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MR. TAMBASCO: This is Mike Tambasco 


with the Trade Center task force conducting 


an interview with EMT Valerie Longo. We are 


in the conference room at Division 5 in 


Staten Island. The start time for the 


interview is 1430 hours. 
Q. Ms. Longo, please go right ahead and 
just tell us your story. 


A. After the first plane hit the World 


Trade Center we were assigned from Staten Island 


to go to -- actually to go to the VZ Bridge and 
wait. So that's what we did. It was about ten 
to 9. I'm not sure exactly of the time. 

Q. Who were you working with? 

A. I was working with Steve Hess. 


We started heading towards the bridge, 
and we were told to just keep going. If I'm not 
mistaken, they said go over the bridge and start 
heading towards the city. 

We started heading towards the city. 
We were on the Gowanus. We were heading to the 
Battery Tunnel, and I think the second plane had 
already hit World Trade Center number two. 


QO. The south tower? 
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A. The south tower. 


As we came out of the Battery Tunnel we 
drove along West Street. Do you want to know 
gory details. 


Q. I want to know as much as you can tell 


A. We had to avoid hitting body parts and 


plane parts, because that second plane that hit 


or the first plane that hit left all kinds of 


debris. So we were driving along West Street, 
and they were flagging us. They told us just to 
go to West and Vesey. 

So we finally made it up to West and 
Vesey, and we were told to park in front because 
we were 23 Henry. We parked right on Vesey and 
West. We were about the third ambulance up. 


At that time they said for us not to do 


anything. There were people who were already 


injured. They were in a little triage center in 


the back of the American Express building, which 


Q. The west side towards the river? 


A. Towards the west side towards the 


river, there was a little triage center there, 
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and they were treating a couple people. Ther 


were some doctors and nurses and EMTs. 
Around, I don't know, maybe 15 minutes 
or 20 minutes after we got there, 15 minutes, we 


heard a rumbling. It sounded like a freight 


train coming at you. All they did was say to 
run. So we ran down Vesey Street and ended up on 


North End, which is about a long block up. The 


first tower, whatever tower that was, number -- 
Q. The north tower? 
A. The north tower had fallen, and we 
didn't know what was going on. 
They gathered us all up after we caught 
our breath, whatever we did, and they said go get 
your buses. So we had to come back down. My 


partner came back down, got the bus, and the 


other guys got the buses, and met up on North End 
and Vesey. 

They said to set up a triage ina 
building in that area; then they said not to. So 


we took our equipment back. By the time we 


started getting our equipment back, the north 


tower started to rumble and the north tower 


started falling. They said get your buses and 
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get the hell out of here. 
So that's what we did. We got in the 
buses, and we flew up to Murray and came around 


to River Terrace, which is a dead end. We were 


stuck in front of River Terrace close to Vesey at 


the end, by the water. We were at Vesey by the 
water. 


We were helping out people that were 


running down that way, and we waited. We didn't 
know what to do. We were by ourselves with our 


ambulance with only one other personnel; I think 


it was -- who was it? 
Q. EMS person? 
A. Yeah. He was with the LSU. 
Q. I believe Hanson, maybe, Eric Hanson? 
A. Yeah, Eric Hanson followed us. So it 
was us and Eric Hanson. We were handing out 


masks and water, and we just got ravaged. 


Everybody took everything. We were just helping 


people. 


We stayed there for, I don't know. I 


can't give you time frame because we were in 
quite a bit of shock because we actually -- yeah, 


we were in quite a bit of shock. 
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A lieutenant found us. I'm sorry, he 
was a captain, Abdo. 
QO. Nahmod. 
A. Captain Nahmod came, and he said, "I 


want you to get your stuff and get up towards 


23rd and the piers. He said, no matter what you 


do, just go uptown. 


So Eric followed in the LSU, and we got 


in the bus and made our way uptown. We were 


still in very much shock. When we got up there, 
we stayed up there. 

Q. Set up an area of staging up there? 

A. No, no. What they do is they had us 
sit in the bus with 500 other buses, after they 
ravaged our ambulance, and just wait. We waited 


for hours. About 3:00 in the afternoon after we 


heard all the rescues going on, they actually 


released us. They told us there were 400 jobs 


holding in Manhattan. 


Meanwhile we had debris in the 


ambulance. We had no equipment, and they were 


going to give us a job in Manhattan. i. — ————+ sell 


V. LONGO 7 


ee said, "We have no equipment in there." 


Everybody took everything. It's full of debris. 


It was ravaged. 
So we ended up making our way home. We 


found our way home. We finally made it back to 


the station, and that's where we stayed. That 
was the end of our day. We got the crap scared 
out of us, and we left. As I might about a lot 
of other people. 

It was frightening. It was absolutely 


the most frightening thing that I've ever 


experienced in my whole life. Me and my partner, 


I think we were white, we were so scared. I 


couldn't run. He had to practically grab me by 


my belt and carry me, becaus ither I was too 
scared -- I have a bad ankle. That was it. 


So that was the end of our harrowing 


xperience. We didn't get hurt. We didn't get 
injured. We tried to help people, but they sent 


us uptown. That was the end of our day. 
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QO. Okay. 

A. That's my story. 

Q. Anything else you can think of you 
would like to add to it? 


A. Yeah. The next time something like 


this happens, tell people not to stand in front 
of the goddamn building. Okay? First of all, 
they were getting killed by debris. A plane hits 
a building, and where do you stand? Where do you 
park your vehicles? Underneath it? I don't 
think so. That was wrong from the get-go. 


Do I have the right to say that? 


Q. You can say whatever you want. 
A. Well, wrong, wrong, wrong. I'm 
serious. I'm serious. If they had thought to 


even try to park half a block away or a block 
away or somewhere where you can walk to get 


access or something. A lot of these people 


probably wouldn't have gotten killed if they -- 
they were hit by flying debris. You don't park 
under something that's burning. 

Q. This is the kind of stuff you were 
seeing? 


A. Oh, yeah, yeah. You look up, and it's 
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two towers of flames. Now, we had a hard time 


seeing people jumping out because we were on that 
one side. We didn't see this building here. 


Ore The south building. Right. 


A. We saw the top of it but not the bottom 
half. We saw this one, because we were right 
here. 

Q. Right. 

A. So we saw the top half. 

Q. You saw the top of the north tower. 

A. Yeah. We actually saw it from an angle 


as we were looking up. Then the rumbling just 
took us for a loop, and then we ran. That's when 
everybody got covered with soot and debris and 
dust and everything else, not able to breathe. 
But I credit the lieutenant or the 
captain that was there -- god knows I can't 
remember his name; I have no idea who he was -- 


when he told us to run that way, towards the 


water. I credit him, because that was the way to 
go. I don't know who he was, and they just said 
run that way. Instead of running east or west, 
we ran south, if I'm not mistaken. 


Q. I guess actually west instead of south 
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or north. 


A. Yes. Wherever the water was, that's 
where he made us run to. Instead of running this 
way or this way, which was -- 

Q. That's north. Instead of running north 


or south, they sent you west towards the water? 


A. They sent us towards the water, which 


was a godsend. Whoever it is, I credit them. I 


have no idea. I have no idea. But I'm glad they 
did. 
That's, it, 
Q. Okay. Well, I thank you for your 
story. 
A. Quick and to the point. 
Q. That's it. 


MR. TAMBASCO: The interview will 


conclude at 1439 hours. 


